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Sugarcane Ratoon Farming
Myth Busting!
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Ground-level Ground-level
harvesting/ stubble harvesting/ stubble
shaving with Ratoon % shaving with Ratoon
Management Device 4 Management Device

is not important § isveryimportant
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High stubble length / It improves millable
reduces millable  , sugarcane and yield,
sugarcane leading to higher
income
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PO iyt | £ Fact

Burning sugarcane
trash has no
negative impact

Mulching
sugarcane trash
increases organic
carbon, nitrogen,
phosphorus, and
micronutrients
in the soil
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L JDisadvantage ) Advantage

Burning sugarcane ' Mulching also
trash depletes soil conserves soil
nutrients, beneficial moisture, controls
microbes, and
nitrogen

weeds, and increases
sugarcane yield
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P Myth 599 Fact
Delayed ratoon Timely irrigation,
hoeing, and
weeding help in
better tillering

A, "Management has no
negative impact
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Delayed ratoon ’ Timely irrigation,
management « weeding/hoeing, and
reduces tillering and nitrogen application
yield are beneficial for
ratoon crop growth
and yield
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Gap filling in ratoon
is not required

Without gap filling,
sugarcane yield will
be lower
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L JDisadvantage
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Gap filling is very
important
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Gap filling is done
by planting
two-budded sets or
pre-germinated sets
in the gaps; it leads
to higher yield






P Myth 599 Fact

Ratoon crop needs The ratoon crop

the same amount of ‘ needs 20-25%
nitrogen as the 5 more nitrogen
spring sugarcane 4 compared to the
plant crop ] spring crop

L JDisadvantage ) Advantage
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Less nitrogen in ’ 20- 25% extra
ratoon leads to p nitrogen leads to
lower yield I better ratoon yield
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P Myth 599 Fact

Soil moisture is not Soil moisture is very
important for the important for
ratoon crop ratoon growth
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Poor moisture in soil - Optimum soil
reduces plant growth .  moisture supports
and yield better ratoon growth
and yield
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P Myth 599 Fact

\ Timely fertilizer
N application has no
impact

Phosphorus should
be applied in one
dose, nitrogen in at
least three splits,
and potassium in
two doses
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Untimely or ’ Proper timing of
insufficient fertilizer , fertilizer helps overall
application leads to ratoon growth and

lower yield yield
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\ Flood irrigation is
N best as it gives more
water to the crop
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Furrow irrigation is
a better method for
watering the ratoon
crop
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Flood irrigation " Furrow irrigation uses
causes poor tillering, less water, lowers
water wastage, and costs, and improves

low yield yield
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P Myth ) Foct

Earthing-up has no
effect on the
sugarcane crop

Earthing-up is the
best way to protect
against sugarcane

lodging
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Without earthing-up, ’ Earthing-up with
sugarcane may fall , potash helps stabilize
(lodging) the crop and

increase yield
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Weed management
is not important

L D Disadvantage

Excessive weeds
reduce ratoon growth ,
and yield
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:\@': Fact

Weed control is
very important for
good growth
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It helps the crop in
using water and
nutrients resulting in
better growth and
yield
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